
Our churches and the environment
As Christians, we are called to be good stewards of the
earth which God has entrusted to us. We are also called to
love our neighbours; this includes our global neighbours
who are feeling the effects of climate change first and worst;
and our future neighbours, who will inherit this world from
us.

These principles are summed up by the Anglican Church’s
fifth ‘Mark of Mission‘- ‘To strive to safeguard the integrity of
creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth’. The
Diocese is committed to shrinking its own carbon footprint
to Net Zero by 2030 and to encourage and equip churches
and individual Christians to understand the fifth mark of
mission and put it into practice in their worship, work and
lives.
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A Rocha UK's Eco Church Scheme
The scheme defines an Eco Church as one
which has committed to caring for God’s earth
by worship and teaching; how we look after
buildings and land; connecting with global and
community environmental issues and
encouraging involvement by all church members
and hopefully attracting new likeminded people.
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2 February 2023 - Update - Deanery statistics to December 2022
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Woodbridge Deanery

Number of churches in Deanery - 36 (33)

Number of churches registered with Eco Church - 12

Registered - no award - 8

Registered - no award after 2 years - 6

Bronze Award 1 (+ 1 in 2023) = 2

Silver Award - 3

Gold Award - 0
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Eco Church Resources: Buildings

Eco Church Resources: Land
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Eco Church Resources: Commun
ity and Global

Eco Church Resources: Lifestyle
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Headline figures
Almost half (48%) of the estimated carbon emissions from buildings come from schools,
with a further third coming from church buildings (27%) and halls (4%)

The average large urban church emits around 15 times the amount of an average small
rural church.

You can find the Energy Footprint Tool itself on the online Parish Returns system. The system is
now open for submissions until end July 2023.
Upcoming webinars on getting started on becoming a Net Zero Carbon church -

* What net zero carbon means?
* What kind of practical change might it require?
* How do you know your start point?
* What resources are out there to help you?
* Plus inspiring examples from churches around the country

Speaker: Catherine Ross, who has led on net zero carbon for the Cathedral and Church Buildings
Division, including creating the "Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon for Churches"
Date and time: two options:
• Feb 28, 16:00-17:00 BOOK HERE(link is external)

• Mar 2, 12:00-13:00 BOOK HERE(link is external)
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/eco-church18



Words for a Dying World - edited by Hannah Malcolm
Stories of Grief and Courage from the Global Church
Sleepers Wake - Nicholas Holtam
The Archbishop of York’s Advent book 2022
There Is No Planet B - Mike Berners Lee
Saving Us - Katherine Hayhoe
A Climate Scientist’s case for Hope and Healing in a Divided World
Saying Yes to Life - Ruth Valerio
The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent book 2020
L is for Lifestyle - Ruth Valerio
Christian living that doesn’t cost the earth

The Earth is the Lord’s - Hilary Marlow
(Grove Books)
What Climate Justice Means - Elizabeth Cripps
and Why We Should Care
Our Father’s World - Edward R Brown

LINKS TO ONLINE FILMS -

https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/christianity-and-
climate-change-film-series

https://www.theletterfilm.org/watch/
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ECO CHURCH BY A ROCHA UK
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
SEASON OF CREATION
https://seasonofcreation.org/
CREATION CARE
https://creationcare.org.uk/
GREEN CHRISTIAN
https://greenchristian.org.uk/
CHURCHES COUNT ON NATURE
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk
CLIMATE STEWARDS
https://www.climatestewards.org
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and finally -
Please send posters for events to share

with neighbouring communities -
as .pdf, .png or .jpg files -

webmaster@stmaryswoodbridge.org

Be encouraged!
tackling the Eco Church survey is not as

daunting as it first seems!
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